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2.
The plebiscite area shall be immediately placed under the authority
of an International Commission of four members to be designated by
the following Powers : the United States of America, France, the
British Empire and Italy. It shall be occupied by troops belonging to
the Allied and Associated Powers, and the German Government under-
takes to give facilities for the transference of these troops to Upper
Silesia.
3.
The Commission shall enjoy all the powers exercised by the German
or the Prussian Government, except those of legislation or taxation.
It shall also be substituted for the government of the province and the
Regierungsbezirk.
It shall be within the competence of the Commission to interpret
the powers hereby conferred upon it and to determine to what extent
it shall exercise them, and to what extent they shall be left in the
hands of the existing authorities.
Changes in the existing laws and the existing taxation shall only
be brought into force with the consent of the Commission.
The Commission will maintain order with the help of the troops
which will be at its disposal, and," to the extent which it may deem
necessary, by means of gendarmerie recruited among the inhabitants
of the country.
The Commission shall provide immediately for the replacement of
the evacuated German officials and, if occasion arises, shall itself order
the evacuation of such authorities and proceed to the replacement of
such local authorities as may be required.
It shall take all steps which it thinks proper to ensure the freedom,
fairness and secrecy of the vote. In particular, it shall have the right
to order the expulsion of any person who may in any way have attempted
to distort the result of the plebiscite by methods of corruption or
intimidation.
The Commission shall have full power to settle all questions arising
from the execution of the present clauses. It shall be assisted by
technical advisers chosen by it from among the local population.
The decisions of the Commission shall be taken by a majority vote.
4.
The vote shall take place at such date as may be determined by the
Principal Allied and Associated Powers, but not sooner than six months
or later than eighteen months after the establishment of the Commission
in the area.
The right to vote shall be given to all persons without distinction
of sex who :
(a) Have completed their twentieth year on the 1st January of the
year in which the plebiscite takes place ;
(6) Were born in the plebiscite area or have been domiciled there
since a date to be determined by the Commission, which shall not be
subsequent to the 1st January, 1919, or who have been expelled by
the German authorities and have not retained their domicile there.